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Welcome to the latest Society Newsletter.

Once again we see that there are likely to be interesting times ahead for our town — the imminent
refurbishment of St George’s Square, possible extension to the Kingsgate Centre and wholesale
redevelopment of Queensgate Market and the Co-op buildings (especially as Kirklees Council
has at last purchased the “new” Co-op), and of course the Tesco / Sports Centre schemes. It is
thus fitting that this edition of the Newsletter has an architecture and town planning bias.

Apologies for the lack of a summer newsletter but since the last editor Clare Madders moved
away the Society has struggled to find anyone able to draft such a well-presented publication as
she did. I consider it good fortune that there hasn’t been room for photographs which I would
have needed to learn how to manipulate electronically. The last Newsletter was produced by a
printing company — an expense the Society can really do without. We are in great need of
anyone with any relevant skills to produce future editions — there’s no need to draft copy or
physically produce the Newsletter as other members do these - just an eye for detail so that we
don’t refer to Blue Plague Officers! Surely we must have a retired journalist or similar who is up
for the challenge and can lend a hand twice a year? Volunteers to the Chairman Michael Hill
please!

Richard Huddleston (Secretary)
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Strategic Society L.eader Conference
(and other matters)

Earlier this year, Richard Ward and I attended a course arranged by the Yorkshire and Humberside
Association of Civic Societies (YHACS), held in the Hospitium at the Yorkshire Museum. Its aim was to
show ways in which the performance of Civic Society Chairmen should improve. As if to demonstrate
the dynamic approach required, Richard came directly from Linton-on-Ouse airfield, where he had driven
racing cars at speeds in excess of 160 mph.

On my way to York, I was aware of my deficiencies. Driving sedately home, I knew I had grossly
underestimated them. The ideal Society Leader, I had learned, had the charisma of George Clooney (or, 1
suppose, Jennifer Lopez, although 1 know of no lady chairman in Yorkshire, perhaps Huddersfield could
be the first). Other necessary attributes are the combined intelligence of Richard Feynman and Bertrand
Russell, the entrepreneurial initiative of Richard Branson, the inspirational power of Mahatma Gandhi,
the oratorical gift of Winston Churchill and the generalship of Alexander the Great.

Given a Chairman lacking one or two of these qualities, the need for others to rally round is clear to see.
Frank O'Brien has taken over as Planning Officer. Frank is a retired teacher with a keen interest in our
architectural environment. At our May committee meeting, members readily agreed to help by co-
operating with the local authority in radial road improvements and Heritage Open Days. For many years,
John Lockwood has done an excellent job as Social Secretary, arranging, usually, three talks and two or
three expeditions each year. If two people were willing to share this role, the burden would not be great.
We would be grateful for volunteers to do this. We also need a Newsletter Editor.

The Civic Trust Awards invited the Society to nominate a Local Advisor, to participate in assessing
architecture, urban design, landscape and public art for awards under this scheme. Michael Barron
volunteered to help and we confidently submitted his name.

Our Blue Plaque award to Moldgreen School awaits rectification of minor flaws, but we had no hesitation
in deciding that Castle Hill School at Newsome merited this recognition. Members who visited this
school were impressed by the excellence of its design, which has been thoughtfully planned to provide
for the special individual needs of its pupils.

In August, John Lockwood led a geological walk around Castle Hill. Twenty eight members enjoyed the
occasion, which was a departure from our usual excursions to view the architecture of towns.

We are again offering a prize of £100 for a 2,000 word essay on any aspect of Huddersfield's architecture
or town environment. Entries should be sent, by Good Friday, 2008, to Richard Huddleston, 3 Booth
Bank, West Slaithwaite, Huddersfield HD7 5XA.

We are gathering information for the listing of St Luke's House, part of St Luke's Hospital, which was
formerly the town's last and largest workhouse. Please send any relevant information to Michael Hill.

Dr Michael Hill (Chairman)

Essay competition

We all know this is a very volatile time for the town with many projects in the offing. We would like all members
of the Civic Society to put forward their views about how they see the future of the town. It would be both
interesting and helpful if you could write about 600 words on "My vision for the town centre of the future'. This
allows for as much scope as you like, ranging from the practical to the fanciful. If we get a response, some to the
pieces will feature in the examiner for a wider public as well as distributed amongst ourselves. Please send you
comments either to our Chairman, Dr Hill, or to Professor Cullingford.
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The Civic Society and the Town Centre Developments

At a recent meeting of the committee there was a short debate about whether people preferred grand
schemes or more gradual developments. With Huddersfield in a state of impending changes, this debate
is not just academic. Should there be a great gesture, like an opera house, of the kind that would attract a
massive funding? We are often told that only big schemes rouse any interest. Or should the town
developed incrementally, without any one monument?

As in Pugin's famous book Contrasts, which gave two clear alternatives, either industrial bleakness or
mediaeval beauty, the choices seem, at first glance, quite clear. Visions of Baron Hausmann’s plans for
Paris are joined by pictures of Corbusier's development of Chandigarh in India, Niemeyer’s plans for
Brasilia in all its bleakness join the curiosities of the layout of Canberra. And these grand plans are then,
more realistically, likened to some of the effects of town planning in this country.....

On the other hand, the pleasure of gradual development of townscapes, as in Mumford’s The City, is
called to mind, the organic ideas of Aalto, the slow accumulation of buildings, as in the mediaeval city.

In real life, the contrasts are not so stark. Often it is one building, like the Guggenheim Museum in
Bilbao, or the Sydney Opera House, that transforms a whole area, a single landmark that draws attention
to a place. And no grand plan that had to deal with the status quo, (as opposed to a new capital in the
middle of the mosquito ridden swamps of Burma) can really make such a difference.

The alternative approaches to town planning, whether to hope for slow, piecemeal changes, gradual and
fitting, or whether to have a clear vision of the whole, also have implications for the Society. Should we

continue to respond and comment -- often with marked success -- or should we, this time, try to be more
proactive and attempt to bring some sense of vision to the town as a whole?

It is a crucial time in the town's development. There are many plans in the offing.

e We have the battle between Queensgate and Kingsgate, where all seems to hinge on the decision
of Marks & Spencer and which has implications for the Library and Art Gallery.

e We have the removal of Tesco from its present site, to replace the sports centre.

e We have the development of Waterside at Folly Hall.

e We will see the demolition and replacement of St Peter's Buildings.

e The Post Office will be moving from its present building.
Add to these the development of the St Peter’s Gardens and St George’s Square, the railway buildings
and the new entrance to the town along the Wakefield Road, as well as numerous other matters like the
Firth Street / riverfront development and we see how volatile it all is. The question is whether it is
enough to watch what goes on, knowing that with so much money and so many commercial interests at

stake we are always remain somewhat ignorant. Or should we try to make the debate more public by
trying to suggest a unified scheme?
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There are issues for the future:

o  Where should the heart of the town lie?

o  Where should the central market to be?

o Where should we have the library?

o  What kind of art gallery should we have?

¢  Where is the main focus for restaurants?

o What are locations for concerts and shows?

¢  What makes the town worth visiting?

¢  What will bring the tourist in?
There is money available, as there was in the 19th century. We all have an idea of what we would like
the town to be, but do all the people of Huddersfield have one? Can we play a role in developing the
town as well as preserving its best points?

All these questions, and not just rhetorical.......

Cedric Cullingford

The Workhouse at St Luke’s 1870. Architect —John Kirk

St Luke’s Work House of 1870 (currently but not for long St Luke's Hospital) is one of some 30 projects
listed by professor Derek Linstrum in his massive work “West Yorkshire Architects and Architecture ™, a
record which no doubt English Heritage is well aware of.

They may not be aware of its architectural quality, as surprisingly it is not listed. We and many others
were not aware of this and we hope that the photographs of the exterior will help to convince English
Heritage to look at listing the building.

Whilst we are aware that there have had to be replacements to the windows and entrance doors, these
have not fundamentally altered the overall appearance. The structural condition of the exterior and the
roof are good and one can visualise this building enduring for at least 100 years or more without much
maintenance expenditure. (Although we do not consider that this should influence a listing decision). We
would fully support any listing for its outstanding architectural quality in the Victorian Gothic style. We
also think that the work of this outstanding architect from the mid 19" Century should be further
recognised.

Kirk was capable of designing quite authoritatively in the styles of his lifetime which was continued
through until the 1920s in the same quality by his sons. I am aware of at least five further buildings
which could not be bettered and fortunately are still conserved and I note that these are not mentioned in
my friend Derek’s book.

Albert Booth
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Lectures and Excursions

We like to feel that we have a reputation for providing informative, stimulating and yet
entertaining speakers. Jonathan Barrett, Head of Planning for Kirklees, who spoke after the
Annual General Meeting, and Professor Clyde Binfield, who gave a talk in May, certainly lived
up to our expectations. It was most useful for us to meet Mr Barrett and to learn from him the
organisation of the Planning Department and the government targets and constraints under which
they work. It is relatively easy for the Society to be reactive and scrutinise and comment on
major planning applications as they appear, but there was encouragement for us to be more
proactive in matters of general policy. Professor Binfield is an accomplished speaker and, in
retirement, a regular lecturer on Swan Hellenic Cruises. He was able to turn what was an
academic exposition of the origins and growth of art-deco architecture into a most informative
and entertaining talk. Interesting questions and stimulating discussion followed both lectures.

Our excursion this summer, which thirty-nine members attended, was to return the visit to
Huddersfield last year by the Lancaster Civic Society. Unlike them, we were blessed with
excellent weather. If you were unable to attend you should ask members of the party what
impressed them the most on the visit to Lancaster Castle. Was it the pitch darkness of the
cighteenth century cells? Was it the courtrooms, designed to instil the fear of the law into the
hardest of criminals? Was it the drop room from where the convicts were taken to be publicly
hanged or was it the amazing and beautiful collection of Gillow furniture in the judge’s rooms?
Dating back to 1186 the castle is still an operational prison and law courts.

We could not have had a more enthusiastic and informative guide for our visit to the Midland
Hotel in Morecambe. Though it is still very much a building site, our guide conjured up the past
art-deco splendour of the hotel with its famous and wealthy guests in the 1930s. We learned that
the ground floor is to be brought back to its former luxurious style whilst above will be the rooms
of a modern hotel. We were fortunate to be able to see one of the concept bedrooms and, from
the terrace on the roof, to be able to admire the magnificent views around Morecambe Bay The
opening date will be late spring next year so start saving up! Many of us were very pleasantly
surprised at the great improvements which have been made to Morecambe. No longer is it the
rather sad and neglected resort of the 1960s and 70s when most of its patrons went to Spain for
their holidays.

I hope I am correct in saying that it proved to be a most interesting and enjoyable day, helped
along by Roger Frankland, a most informative guide, from the Lancaster Civic Society.

In August twenty-eight members enjoyed a gentle walk around Castle Hill to see how the
geology has determined our famous landmark. We continue to enjoy good weather for our
excursions for it was a very pleasant summer’s evening and we fulfilled the promise that all
gradients would be downhill! Supper at the Hall Bower Club concluded a most successful event.

Unfortunately our speaker for the September meeting, John Lockwood (not the author of this
report but a distinguished town planner) was taken seriously ill and was unable to give his talk.
Fortunately Richard Fellows from the University of Huddersfield stepped in to the breach and
gave an excellent lecture on aspects of English architecture, 1890 to 1950.

John Lockwood
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